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. On 29 April 1996, the Secretariat received the foll ow ng Note
fromthe Argentine Adm ni stration proposi ng anmendnents to t he
texts of subheadi ngs 2903.1 and 2903. 2.

. NOTE FROM THE ARGENTI NE ADM NI STRATI ON

. "The Argentine Custons Adm nistration hereby notifies
that it has arrived at the conclusionthat the 1-dash subheadi ng
texts, wi thout codification, of heading 29.03 may lead to
m st akes.

"-Saturated chlorinated derivatives of acyclic hydrocarbons.

-Unsaturated chlorinated derivatives of acyclic hydrocarbons."
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[ To the Argentine Adm nistration's understandi ng, the
corresponding texts do not express the real scope of those
subheadi ngs since, in the first case, we are dealing with
chl ori nated derivatives of saturatedacyclic hydrocarbons and,
in the second case, with chlorinated derivatives of
non-saturated acyclic hydrocarbons.

| V. This is clear fromthe conpounds covered in the 2-dash
subheadi ngs i ncl uded under each of the above-nentioned 1-dash
subheadi ngs.

V. For exanple, chloronethane (subheading 2903.11) is, taking
into account the 1-dash subheading text, a chl orinated
derivative of a saturated acyclic hydrocarbon, and it is not
a saturated chlorinated derivative of an acyclic hydrocarbon
as is stated in the 1-dash subheadi ng text under which it is
i ncl uded.

\Y/ That is the reason why the Argentine Adm nistration
proposes nodi fi cati onstothe above- nenti oned subheadi ngtexts
so that this matter can be clarified.

VI, Argentina' s proposal is as follows :

Del ete :

"-Saturated chlorinated derivatives of acyclic hydrocarbons."
and substitute :

"-Chlorinated derivatives of saturated acyclic hydrocarbons."
Simlarly, delete :

"-Unsaturated chlorinated derivatives of acyclic hydrocarbons."
and substitute :

"-Chlorinated derivatives of unsaturated acyclic hydrocarbons.

1. SECRETARI AT COVMENTS

VI, At the 32nd Session of the Chemst's Commttee, the
structured nonencl ature of headi ng 29. 03 was exam ned. The
Note drafted by the Technical Team was as follows :

8.1. "The texts of the first two 1-dash subheadi ngs of
headi ng 29.03 will be a source of difficulty as they now stand.
Only those readers who are well acquainted with the
CCCN and its Expl anatory Notes are |likely to understand
that these two subheadings are intended to cover
chlorinated derivatives with a structural fornula |ike
t hat of a saturated or unsaturated hydrocarbon i n which
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one or nore hydrogen at ons have been repl aced by an equal
nunmber of chlorine atonms. Consequently, derivatives of
saturated hydrocarbons nmust thensel ves be saturated,
and derivatives of unsaturated hydrocarbons nust

i kew se be unsatur at ed.

8. 2. However, the unwary reader woul d al nost certainly understand

the two subheading texts to cover products which have
actually been derived from saturated or unsaturated
hydrocar bons, respectively. Based on this

m sunder st andi ng, he m ght well conclude that products
such as 1, 2-dichl oroethane or 1,2-dichloropropane, if
actual |y derived froman unsat ur at ed hydrocarbon by the
addi tion of chlorine, nust be excluded fromthe first
1-dash subheadi ng and cl assi fi ed under the second 1-dash
subheadi ng.

8.3.In order to clear up any possible m sunderstanding and to

prevent m sclassification, it is suggested that these
subheadi ng texts be amended to ensure that
classification is based on whether the chlorinated
derivatives are saturated or unsaturated and not on the
degree of saturation of the actual or theoretical raw
materials. If the Chem sts agree, the Englishtext could
be anmended to read as follows :

Saturated chlorinated derivatives of acyclic

hydr ocar bons.

Unsaturated chlorinated derivatives of acyclic

hydr ocar bons.

8.4. The French text could be anmended by inserting a comm before

I X

Xl .

"saturés" and "non saturés", thereby bringing the two
texts into alignment."”

The Chemi sts's Committee (32nd Session) felt that from
t he technical point of viewthere was no serious problemwth
the existing texts of the structured nonencl ature of
headi ng 29.03. However, in order to avoid any possible
m sunder st andi ng on the part of the general reader, it was
agreed that the English texts of the first two 1-dash
subheadi ngs (2903.1 and 2903. 2) should be anended al ong the
i nes suggested in paragraph 8.3. above.

The Chemists's Committee al so agreed that the French texts

of subheadi ngs 2903. 1 and 2903. 2 shoul d be aligned on the new
Engl i sh texts by placi ng t he words "satur és” and "non sat urés",
respectively, after the words "Dériveés chlorés”, instead of
at the end.

In view of the background expl ai ned above, the Secretari at
feels that the Argentine proposal need not to be pursued.
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I11. CONCLUSI ON

X, The Sub-Commttee is invited to exam ne the proposal
by Argentina for anendi ng the texts of subheadi ngs 2903. 1 and
2903. 2, taking into account the Secretariat's coments above.




